AUGUST,  1953 


pacific  yearly  meeting 
of  friends 


WOULD  WE  HEAR? 

The  following  is  a meditation  on  I Samuel: 9,  sent 
to  us  by  Beth  Prideaux  ( Box  67,  Lyons,  Oregon ) just 
before  she  left  for  special  work  at  Pendle  Hill  summer 
school. 

“Speak,  O Eternal,  thy  servant  is  listening” 
—I  Samuel: 9 (Moffatt). 

Do  we  really  believe  that  there  is  an  Eternal 
Power,  a Holy  Presence,  a Living  God,  ac- 
tively at  work  right  here,  right  now,  where 
you  and  I are? 

Do  we  really  believe  that  this  great  Over-Soul 
is  aware  of  us,  cares  about  us,  can  help  us, 
has  need  of  us,  can  and  will  communicate 
this  guidance  to  us? 

Do  we  really  mean  to  serve  God,  to  obey  His 
instructions  even  though  we  don’t  under- 
stand? 

Is  our  whole  self  in  a state  of  expectant  listen- 
ing-body relaxed,  thoughts  stilled,  spirit 
alert?  Would  we  hear  if  God  spoke? 

WALDEN  ROBIN  QUERIES 

Our  Friends  Philip  and  Eleanor  Mayer,  ■ Gand- 
hi Farm,  Nash  Road,  Route  2,  Burton,  Ohio)  have 
sent  us  a pamphlet  entitled  “The  Walden  Robin— Quer- 
ies for  Morning  Meditation.”  Since  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  reproduce  it  in  its  wholeness,  we  pondered  a long 
time  on  whether  it  was  wrong  to  violate  it  by  publish- 
ing only  a portion,  or  whether  even  an  inadequate  in- 
troduction to  it  was  worthwhile.  We  decided  its  values 
would  withstand  the  violence  done  by  the  cutting.  Phil- 
ip and  Eleanor  Mayer  would  be  glad,  we  know,  to  hear 
from  any  Bulletin  readers, 

They  send  also  this  personal  word  to  Friends  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting:  “We  were  in  Oakland  for  six- 
teen months  and  visited  many  Friends  on  the  West 
Coast,  to  whom  we  would  be  glad  to  be  remembered. 
Our  retreat  center  here  at  Gandhi  Farm  is  continuing 
in  a .simple  way  to  encourage  natural  religion,  we  hope. 
We  have  found  greater  interest  in  the  Cleveland  Ethi- 
cal Society  than  from  any  other  group.  A Negro  cen- 
ter in  the  city  will  be  sending  out  a group  of  girls  wbo 
want  experience  in  rural  home  activities  this  spring  and 
summer  for  week  ends.” 

The  Queries  are  arranged  in  a convenient  little 
folder,  with  a forword  and  postlude;  a significant  bit  of 
verse  or  prose  follows  caeb  question,  and  there  is  room 
for  personal  notes.  The  Queries  were  worked  out  for 
Philip  and  Eleanor  Mayer’s  own  meditation,  but  otbers 
also  have  found  them  useful.— Ed. 

Explanation-.  Everyone  wants  to  fulfill  life, 
rather  than  waste  his  clavs;  but  significant  living 
is  so  often  missed  that  it  becomes  an  actual  econ- 
omv  of  time  to  spend  a half  hour  each  morning 
thinking  what  it  is  one  really  wants. 

That  is  the  difficulty- it  seems  necessary  to 
spend  so  much  time  making  a living  that  there 
is  no  time  to  live;  or  to  put  it  more'  exactly,  sur- 


vival satisfactions  such  as  eating,  mating,  and 
getting  power,  are  enjoyed  so  much  that  the 
satisfaction  of  a life  which  would  make  all  this 
survival  effort  worthwhile  is  missed.  We  have 
not  learned  to  appreciate  the  preeminent  worth 
of  our  basic  impulse  for  growth  and  maturity. . . 

Query  1:  (a)  Am  I appreciating  the  factor 
in  all  things,  including  myself,  and  my  associ- 
ates, which  is  responsible  for  evolution,  maturi- 
ty, beauty,  and  friendship,  so  that  I love  this 
impulse  for  growth  and  integration  singly  and 
wholeheartedly? 

Grasshopper,  your  fairy  song 
And  my  poem  alike  belong 
To  the  dark  and  silent  earth 
Erom  which  all  poetry  has  birth; 

Eor  the  earth  which  breeds  the  trees 
Breeds  cities,  too,  and  symphonies  . . . 

How  limitless  and  how  profound 
Is  the  nature  of  the  ground. 

—John  H.  Wheelock 

(b)  To  which  am  I primarily  devoted,  the 
conflict  for  “life  survival”  (living  to  eat  and  at- 
tain power)  or  do  I cherish  most  “life  fulfill- 
ment” (the  expression  of  my  basic  thrust  toward 
growth,  integration,  creativity,  and  maturity ) ? 

(c)  Am  I absorbed  in  the  ephemereal,  ma- 
terial aspects  of  created  things  such  as  beauty, 
possessions,  comforts,  friends,  and  visible  na- 
ture, or  do  I love  predominately  the  spirit  or  en- 
ergy which  produces  these  manifestations?  . . 

Query  3:  Am  I giving  due  consideration  to 
my  economic  or  survival  needs  so  as  to  do  justly 
to  everyone  concerned,  or  at  least  to  avoid  in- 
justice? 

Was  it  right. 

While  my  unnumbered  brethren  toiled  and  bled. 
That  I should  dream  away  the  entrusted  hours 
On  rose-leaf  beds,  pampering  the  coward  heart 
With  feelings  all  too  delicate  for  use? 

— S.  T.  Goleridge 

Query  4:  Have  I been  frank  in  bringing  out 
any  subconscious  hostilities,  jealousies,  fears, 
compulsions,  fixations,  frustrations,  prejudices, 
or  other  disturbances  which  handicap  me? 

Query  5:  Have  I noticed  any  unhappiness, 
disappointments  or  problems  which  others  lace? 
What  can  be  done  to  correct  tlu'se  troubles? 

Query  6:  What  should  be  done  toda\  ? 

Eo.stlude:  Do  not  hurry;  ha\  c laitli. 

Let  . . (physical)  . . desires  eome  and  go 
. . . disown  tlu'in  not;  but  think  not  that  in 
them  lurks  finalK'  tlu'  things  \ ()u  want. 
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The  main  thing  is  that  the  messenger  . . 
( significant  life ) . . is  perhaps  even  now  at  your 
door.  . Likely  he  will  set  you  to  some  (piite 
commonplace  business,  or  perhaps  of  dubious 
character— or  send  you  on  a long  and  solitary 
journey;  perhaps  he  will  bring  you  letters  of 
trust  to  deliver— Yet  see  that  you  are  ready  for 
his  arrival. 

Is  your  present  experience  hard  to  bear? 
Yet  remember  that  never  again  perhaps  . . 
will  you  have  another  chance  at  the  same  . . 
Do  not  fly  the  lesson,  but  have  a care  that  you 
maintain  it  while  you  have  the  opportunity. 

On  all  sides  God  (energy  to  fulfill  poten- 
tials) surrounds  you,  staring  out  upon  you  from 
the  mountains  and  from  the  face  of  the  rocks, 
and  of  men  and  of  animals.  Will  you  rush  past 
forever  insensate  and  blindfolded  . . . ?— Edward 
Carpenter. 


THEY  BELONG 

The  following  is  a slightly  abridged  version  of  an 
article  in  the  Newsletter  of  the  Friends  Meeting  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  which  is  on  the  “exchange  list’"’ 
of  the  Bulletin. 

“I  got  the  giggles,  sitting  right  in  front  of 
that  Friend,  but  after  meeting  she  smiled  at  me 
and  shook  my  hand  just  as  though  she  hadn’t 
noticed.”  This  was  the  comment  of  a lively  elev- 
en-year-old girl  after  the  meeting  for  worship. 
For  the  child  who  found  the  time  very  long  the 
loving  greeting  was  an  experience  from  which 
she  learned  more  than  any  message  spoken  dur- 
ing meeting.  Here  was  unquestioning  love,  and 
faith  in  her  development.  Perhaps  unknowingly, 
the  older  Friend  had  delivered  a sermon  which 
touched  the  life  of  a younger  member. 

We  never  know  when  some  action  of  ours 
may  point  up  the  accumulated  experience  of  the 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 


Date-.  August  20,  21,  22,  23,  1953. 

Location:  Beulah  Park,  near  Santa  Cmz, 
Calif. 

Costs:  Total  cost,  full  time:  adult,  $10.00; 
child  from  6 to  12,  $5.25.  Single  meals  or  lodg- 
ing available.  Meals  for  children  under  6,  free. 
Trailer  space,  $1.00  per  night;  camping  space, 
50c  per  night. 

What  to  Bring:  Blankets  or  sleeping  bag, 
sheets,  towels,  soap,  pillow,  sports  equipment. 
Nights  are  likely  to  be  cool! 


Child  care:  will  be  furnished  during  all 
sessions. 

Transportation:  Peerless  stages  from  Santa 
Cruz,  Los  Gatos  or  San  Jose  stop  at  Beulah  Park 
entrance.  By  private  car  take  State  Highway 
12,  from  either  Santa  Cruz  or  Los  Gatos.  Beu- 
lah Park  is  3 miles  north  of  Santa  Cruz  and  2 
miles  south  of  Felton  turnoff.  (Map  available 
from  registrar). 

No  smoking  on  the  camp  grounds;  Beulah 
Park  is  in  the  redwoods. 


To  Dorothy  Murray,  928  N.  California  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.: 
Please  reserve  the  following  accommodations: 

Men  (names)  

Women  ( names ) 

Children  (names  and  ages)  

Young  People,  ages  13  to  18  

I expect  to  arrive  Thursday  afternoon. 

( other  time ) 

I expect  to  leave  after  lunch  Sunday 

( other  time ) 

Trailer  or  camping  accommodations  

Comments  

Signed  

Address  
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person  sitting  near  us.  But  we  do  know  that 
young  people  are  learning  all  the  time.  When 
they  come  to  our  meeting  house,  we  have  the 
opportunity  to  surround  them  with  experiences 
we  want  them  to  have,  experiences  in  love,  in 
faith,  in  forgiveness,  in  worship,  in  helpfulness, 
and  in  many  qualities  of  Christian  living. 

For  many  reasons  we  can  not  all  teach  a 
subject  to  a group  of  children,  but  there  are 
other  things  we  can  do  which  will  help  them 
just  as  much.  We  can  let  them  know  of  our  love 
and  appreciation  for  them.  They  are  no  different 
from  their  elders  in  that  they  thrive  in  an  at- 
mosphere of  love  and  appreciation.  The  certain- 
ty of  our  affection  and  faith,  expressed  by  each 
in  his  own  way,  will  be  a source  of  strength  to 
them  and  a bond  with  our  Religious  Society. 

EXPERIMES^T  AT  BERXELiY 

Robert  E.  Barns,  (2337  Grant  St.,  Berkeley 
3,  Calif. ) sends  in  this  report  of  an  unusual  “bit- 
more-than-discussion”  group,  started  by  Berke- 
ley Meeting  Young  Friends. 

“In  addition  to  our  ‘experiment  in  the  or- 
ganization of  committees’  as  reported  in  a re- 
cent Bulletin,  the  Berkeley  Meeting  has  been 
exploring  and  experimenting  to  find  a satisfac- 
tory approach  to  a fairly  large  number  of  college 


and  just-past-college  young  people  who  are 
drawn  to  the  Meeting.  Our  proximity  to  the 
university  has  always  drawn  a number  of  young- 
er Friends  and  attenders,  and  last  fall  we  felt  it 
might  be  useful  to  form  a group  to  share  ideas 
and  explore  problems  which  face  us  collectively. 
We  have  been  meeting  since  then  (late  October 
or  early  November)  on  the  first  and  third  Sun- 
days, starting  about  7:30  and  going  on  till  9:30 
or  later,  usually  to  about  10:15  or  10:30.  We 
have  found  that  this  is  a much  more  satisfactory 
arrangement  than  meeting  every  week  for  a 
shorter  time,  as  most  church-oriented  groups 
do— it  seems  to  be  a more  relaxed  schedule  for 
those  already  burdened  with  many  activities. 

“Our  program  and  attendance  has  been 
varied.  We  have  run  from  four  or  five  in  at- 
tendance to  25  or  SO;  the  average  has  been  about 
twelve.  Rather  than  always  meeting  in  one 
place  such  as  the  meeting  bouse,  we  have  been 
moving  about,  deciding  each  time  where  the 
next  meeting  shall  be.  Thus  we  have  been  in 
homes,  apartments,  back  yards,  co-ops,  the  meet- 
ing house,  and  local  picnic  grounds.  We  find 
this  to  be  quite  satisfactory  and  feel  it  leaves 
us  freer  than  if  we  were  to  meet  always  in  the 
same  place,  as  well  as  giving  us  closer  insights 
into  the  attitudes  and  ways  of  living  of  the  host 
for  the  night. 


FRIENDS  EDUCATIONAL  CONFERENCE 


Date-.  August  18,  19,  20,  1953. 

Location:  Berkeley  Meeting  House,  Walnut  & Vine, 
Berkeley,  Calif. 

Subject:  “Our  Children  in  Modem  Society.” 

Hospitality:  in  homes  of  Berkeley  Friends. 

Cos's:  registration  and  meals,  approximately  $3.00 
per  adult;  children,  6 to  12,  $1..50;  children  under  6, 
free. 

Tentative  Schedule:  Tues.,  Aug.  18—1  to  5 p.m., 
registration  and  room  assignments;  5:30  p.m.,  Chinese 
meal;  7 p.m.,  folk  dancing;  7:30  p.m.,  opening  session; 
reports  from  Meetings. 

Wed.,  Aug.  19-  9 to  10:30  a.m.,  second  session; 
10:45  to  12,  third  session;  12,  lunch;  2 to  3:30  p.m., 
fourth  session;  3:30  to  5:30,  recreation  at  Tilden  Park; 


5:30,  picnic  supper;  7:30,  fifth  session. 

Thurs.,  Aug.  20—9  to  11:30,  final  session. 

Program  for  children:  program  during  sessions,  iir- 
cluding  movies,  handwork,  swimming. 

Questions  for  consideration:  How  are  development- 
al needs  met  in  Friends’  programs  of  various  types? 

To  what  extent  do  we  protect  our  children  from 
un-Friendly  pressures? 

How  is  history  taught  in  a Friends’  school? 

What  methods  of  religious  education  can  be  us.d 
at  home? 

How  can  W3  best  program  our  First-day  Schools? 

Exldbits:  There  will  he  di.'^plays  of  handwork, 

weaving,  teaching  materials,  model  class. 


To  Jennivieve  Westwick,  1745  Lincoln  St.,  Berkeley,  Calif.: 
Please  reserve  the  following  accommodations: 

Adults  (Names)  

Children  (Names  and  ages)  , 


1 expect . to  arrive  — . 

I expect  to  leave  , - - - 

Signed  - - , 

Address  - 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Margaret  Jump,  chairman, 
Robert  Dann,  Elizabeth  Morrissett,  Ferner 
Nuhn,  Russell  Thornburg,  Martha  Vallance. 
Editor;  Esther  Rickards. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  should  be 
addressed  to  Friends  Bulletin,  2814  N.E.  27th 
Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 

Subscription:  “at  least  a dollar” 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  and  PACIFIC  COAST 
Ai  >CIATION  OF  FRIENDS 

Clerk:  Phillip  Wells,  516  W.  Longden  Street, 
A’"'''adia,  Califcr  lia;  Alternate  Clerk:  Jane  H. 
Baum,  t-tn,  409  Calle  de  las  Animas,  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mrxicc.  Recording  Clerk:  Catherine  Bru- 
ner, 1603  Woodland  Drive,  Stockton,  California; 
Reading  Clerk:  Margaret  Simkin,  1032  West 
36th  Street,  Los  Angeles  7,  California;  Secretary, 
Elizabeth  Lantz,  31  N.  W.  22nd  Place,  Port- 
land 10,  Oregon;  Treasurer:  Robert  L.  Simkin, 
1032  West  36th  Street,  Los  Angeles  7,  Cali- 
fornia. 

“Each  night  we  decide,  informally,  what  we 
wish  to  delve  into,  unless  we  have  come  to  a 
specific  place  for  a given  purpose,  such  as  a 
home  that  has  a piano,  or  the  meeting  house 
for  folk  dancing,  or  in  a park  for  a picnic.  This 
has  meant  that  those  present  set  the  tenor  of 
the  diseussion,  as  well  as  the  topic;  since  many 
are  not  free  to  attend  each  meeting,  the  plan 
does  not  restrict  those  who  are  oresent  to  a dis- 
eussion of  some  point  that  does  not  meet  their 
coneerns.  We  have  been  quite  varied:  singing, 
piano  playing,  folk  dancing,  reading  from 
George  Bernard  Shaw  and  Olive  Schreiner,  dis- 
cussion of  political  action,  of  mysticism,  of  camp- 
ing, of  A.F.S.C.  work  projects,  of  Quaker 
thought  and  baekground.  It  has  been  the  feel- 
ing many  that  this  has  not  been  just  another 
‘discussion  group,’  but  has  usually  gone  deeper 
than  that  and  often  made  real  eontributions  to 
the  thinking  and  development  of  those  present. 
We  have  tried  to  maintain  an  atmosphere  such 
that  all  those  present,  whether  aetually  joining 
verbally  in  the  discussion,  are  a real  part  of  the 
group. 

“We  have  made  efforts  to  work  with  the 
Meeting  whenever  possible.  So  far  this  has  eon- 
sisted  of  helping  with  the  First-day  School  pro- 
gram in  a small  way  and  of  making  coffee  after 
meeting  for  worship  two  or  three  times  a month 


to  help  promote  cultural  (conversational!)  inter- 
change after  meeting,  for  many  of  the  members 
and  attenders  come  from  distanees  and  do  not 
have  much  time  or  opportunity  to  meet  with 
others  of  the  group.  Perhaps  this  summer  we 
shall  hold  a small  work  camp  at  the  meeting 
house,  for  there  is  much  work  that  needs  to  be 
done  and  some  of  our  members  have  ex- 
pressed a desire  to  help  out  as  best  our  talents 
allow  us.  While  we  are  still  a small  and  growing 
experimental  group,  our  experiences  may  be  of 
value  to  other  Meetings  that  have  an  opportun- 
ity to  work  with  a similarly  eonstituted  group 
of  attenders  and  ‘friends  of  the  Friends.’  ” 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Born:  on  June  11,  1953,  to  Robert  and  Barbar.v 
Kennedy,  of  320  Kellogg  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  a 
daughter  named  Deirdre. 

Born:  on  June  26,  to  Loren  and  Margaret  Tes- 
dell,  Rt.  2,  Box  902,  Los  Altos,  Calif.,  a daughter 
named  Erica. 

Born:  on  June  12,  1953,  to  Ehne.st  and  Miriam 
Von  Seggern  of  San  Fernando  Meeting,  a daughter 
named  Margaret  Louise. 

Married:  on  May  17,  1953,  at  Whittier,  California, 
Edith  Halting  and  Gerald  Haynes.  Their  address  is 
207  S.  5th  St.,  Alhambra,  Calif. 

Edith  Haynes  writes:  “1  shall  continue  to  teach— 
working  with  high  I.  Q.  high  school  students  who  are 
out  of  step  with  studies  and  regulations,  trying  to  help 
them  become  better  adjusted.  . . One  of  our  interests 
is  corresponding  with  friends  in  Germany;  last  year  it 
was  my  privilege  to  visit  in  Germany  in  Frankfort  on 
Main,  and  twice  at  Friends  meeting  in  Hamburg  (Ruth 
Wendt’s  former  home),  and  to  attend  two  days  of  Ger- 
man Yearly  Meeting.  Some  of  the  interesting  things 
which  have  come  out  of  correspondence  are  reports  of 
two  young  Friends  conferences,  one  at  Ghristmas  time 
in  Berlin,  where  they  studied  the  questions;  ‘What  is 
our  belief?’  and  ‘What  is  our  service?’  Twenty-five 
young  Friends  from  all  zones  and  sectors  were  present. 
There  was  another  conference  about  Easter  at  Wupper- 
tal where  they  considered  ‘What  is  our  responsibility 
towards  society?’  Dutch  and  English  Friends  were 
there  also.” 

* * 

At  the  fifth  annual  Family  Gonference  of  the  Pa- 
cific-Southwest Institute  of  Religious  Liberals:  Unitar- 
ian and  Universalist,  held  June  20  to  27,  at  Gamp 
Radford  near  Redlands,  Calif.,  Robert  and  Margaret 
Simkin  were  among  the  leaders.  They  presented  the 
topic  ‘‘Implementing  the  religious  conscience  today— 
the  Quaker  approach.”  Robert  Simkin  writes  that  much 
interest  was  evident  and  the  response  was  cordial. 
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